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to THE RICHMOND TIMES-dispatch

"God Bless Us Every One!"

THOUSANDS of homes, that otherwise
would have known little of (he Joy of

Christmas, are happy to-day because of what
has been done by Richmond men and wevmen.
The Associated Charities, the Salvation Army,
the Community Christmas Tree Committee, the
Boy Scouts, the churches and various fraternal
and social organizations have been active.
They have been the agents, in many cases, of
modest helpers who have been content to re¬

main in the background.
It ifi a noble and beneficent work, as well

to those who give as to those who receive.
Even though it endure but a day, its influence
lives and lingers. Humanity should be
grateful for this season of gladness and help¬
fulness, when it emerges from its shell and
the gross limitations of self.
On behalf of those into whose sordid lives

happiness has gone to-day, to all whose gen¬
erous giving and active helpfulness have
made that visit possible, the spirit of Christ¬
mas Bpeaks the words of Tiny Tim: "God
bless u-j every one!"

Riclutiond Gets a Ileal Present

RICHMOND banks will pay their share¬
holders at the beginning of next year

just $301,767.50, which is a New Year's
present th^t even in prospect ought to add
to the happiness of Christmas Day. Those
of us who are not fortunate enough to own

any bank stock will derive our comfort from
the fact that the dividend is within a few
hundred dollars of that paid on or about Jan¬
uary 1. 1914, and the further fact that one

bank, whose directors have not yet acted,
probably will increase the total above the
earlier record.

Evidently the depression has had no seri¬
ous effect on the city's financial institutions.
They have earned substantially their accus¬

tomed dividend. New institutions have en¬

tered the banking field and the allied field
occupied by the trust company, and are mak¬
ing a substantial bid for business. Here Is
enough to make the pessimist ashamed of
himself and give the optiml6t renewed con¬

fidence in the city's enduring prosperity.

Artlr the Ladles

UNCLE SAM is a daring old man. Not con¬
tent with calling on the more fortunate

of his subjects" for a frank statement under
the income lax act. he now demands that
Everyman's wife's income be also set forth
with equal frankness. Without deducting a
cent of any sort, save that actually paid in
other taxes, Milady muRt walk right up and
confess. |

Milady objects.that is, gome of her does
(or do) and will continue to object, perhaps.
One objection is based on the fact, in non-
suffrae*' States, that this is a sort ot direct
taxation without direct representation. Anoth¬
er is that no woman likes to tell any man whatsin1 has in her handbag. Another, and by
far the jnnst earnest objection, is that milady
is constitutionally opposed to paying out
money unless she can have something
wrapped up and delivered for it.

l» will be interesting, if possible, to com¬
pare the tax dodging of men and women
under the income act. Every port of entry
seems to have more trouble with women than
with men in the matter of smuggling, which
is a species of tax dodging. New York
springs a new feminine smuggler every now
and then, and most of them are ladies of
high degree, some of whom have been
humiliated and one or two even jailed for
the onen«e. Will these, and other women of
wealth, honestly declare their Incomes for
the accommodation of the old gentleman
with the goatee who asks disconcerting ques¬
tions '!

Qulen sahe? Far be It from us to predict,
for we have never understood women, and
make no lofty pretensions.

Meat and Shoes

AFTER a five weeks' tour through the
meat-raising States, the statistician of

ihe Department of Agriculture is reported as
saying that the drain of cattlo caused by the
war is so great that meat at F»0 cents a poundand shoes at ? 10 a pair are among the cheer¬ful possibilities for this country within two
years. Statistical gentlemen are not charac¬
teristically either sensationalists or alarm¬
ists, so it is something more than possiblethat this prediction is based on fact.

If the price of meat does climb as high asthe government official predicts, it la obviousthat the diet of tho people will undergo aradical change and compulsory vegetarianswill be vastly increased in number, a pros¬pect that will bring satisfaction to a fewand discontent to the great majority, 'ihecharge that Americans oat too much moat 1b
. an old one, but the threat that tho bulk of(he population may soon eat no meat at allis not likely to hearten any but the most

fanatical opponents of flesh food. Vege¬
tarian nations are pretty much decadent
nations.

It Is truo that even before the war broke
out we were warned that the propagation of
food animals was not keeping paco with our
population, but the European conflict must
be held chargeable for bringing tlio crisis so
near. If the drain continues, as it shows
every sign of doing, it is not impossible that
tho government would Imposo so heavy an
export tax on meat in all forms that tho
supply would be kept at home, since our first
duty is to feed ourselves. Such action would
stretch, the two years which the government
official has allowed, but it would not afford,
any permanent relief. That can only come
through an increased production of stock.

Even vegetarians wear shoes made of
leather, or think th^y do, and there is no i
cult, so far as we know, which claims that
sound health is only possible to those who
walk unshod. Therefore, the country will
be unanimous in regarding with some dread
the possibility or probability of paying $10
for a pair of shoes. We have grown accus¬
tomed to cheaper and better shoes than any
other country in tho world, and, singularly
enough, the price of footwear has remained
practically stationary, while that of the food
products of cattle has been steadily going up.

Tho L.ast War Christmas?

THIS is not the first Christmas that has
come and gone with God's creatures

engaged in bloody war.not tho first day of
"peace on earth and good will to men" when
tho hymns of peace were swallowed up in
the clash of arms, the triumphant paean of
victorious hosts, tho wailing of the vanquished
and dying, and the will to do good was
throttled by the will to devastate and slay.

This Is not the first Christmas to have its
sweet promise transformed into a mockery
and all its gentle intendment become a thing
for the doubter's sneer and the cyViic's scorn.

But it may be the last!
From every capital of the warring powers

come expressions of determination to fight
to the last gasp of the last man. That will
not be done, of c.ourso, but every indication
is that the struggle will be prolonged, the
destruction of treasure incalculable and the
destruction of life on a scale unknown and
almost undreamed of in any earlier age of
the world's history.
When the tasue is docided, Europe will be

prostrate.the conquerors will have suffered
scarce less than the conquered. Surely it is
not too much to hope that this dreadful price
that has been paid will have been sufficient
to indicate the folly of great armaments, the
menace of secret diplomacy, the threat* not
only to peace, but to real national greatness,
that inheres in national jealousies.

Is it folly or weakness to believe that this
cruel sacrifice of what is best and noblest
in her manhood may bring Europe to her
senses? Is it mere sentimentality that in¬
spires the thought that the tears of the
widowed and the fatherless.hundreds of
thousands, perhaps millions, of them.will
wear away tho bloodstained altars of the god
of war?

This year of grace nineteen hundred and
fourteen will be forever an evil year in the
history of the race, unless this dream of
dreams comes true. But if the war now so
relentlessly waged shall prove to be the last
war, or even the last great war, its pitiful
victims will not have laid down their lives
in vain. They will have performed the great-
est service for humanity since He whose birth
we acclaim to-day died on the cross, for the
sins of a wicked world.

Adding to the Horror.

AS IF the ordinary horrors of this extra¬
ordinary war were not enough, the

British are now telling of an amazing number
of men going crazy in the trenches. Living
constantly under artillery lire, unable to fight
back, and waiting, waiting, waiting day and
night for some move that will be a relief
from the monotony of constant peril in iuac- !
tion, their minds simply siflk under the strain,
and they rave.

Disability without a single mark of lead or
steel, shattered nerves, disordered and de¬
ranged physical functions, fright to the pointof a wild hysteria.all these things are filling
the hospitals and sending men home, while
out yonder where those in the trenches can
do nothing but hope for an order to chargeand die, rather than lie still, the dull boom¬
ing of distant guns goes on and on in brute
obedience to the primal instinct.

It's bad enough, at the best it can be jmade.but with insanity added to everythingelse, the tragedy of it all passes understand¬
ing, baffles belief. Wasn't it Oom Paul
Kruger who said that the South African War
would "stagger humanity"? Well, that was
staggering in its time, with 300,000 English- j
men in close formation fighting Boer guerrillas
over the stretching veldt, but these men were
fighting.running, riding, stabbing, shooting,acting.and over yonder men are just lyingIn the trenches, going crazy.

Is humanity yet staggered, or 'are we be¬
coming accustomed to it?

'

Credit for the Germans

AMERICA snnt a lot of foodstuff to the
suffering Belgians. In London the re¬

lief commission held a meoting about It.
t Herbert C. Hoover, chairman of the commis¬
sion, Bald:

I wish to make clear, with emphasis,that the 'Jf-rrnano are not interferingwith the distribution of thin -food. Not
one mouthful ha* clown a Germanthroat yet, aixl I <lon"t believe It will.

With all the foars that had been expressedthat the Germans would profit chleily byhumanitarian efforts to help the Belgians,that is very gratifying. True, the argument
remains that America, by feeding the Belgianrefugees, haH relieved Germany of that, task
to an extent, and to that extent Germany Is.able to reserve Its own food supplies for Its
soldiers. But that Germany has kept handsoff the relief supplies and has not oven tried
to dictate the manner of distribution willsatisfy a great many carping critics of afine act.

Incidentally, when Brand Whltlock comoBhome some day, his people ought to show thatthey are proud of him. He is the former
newspaper man, splendid Mayor, fine, up¬standing minister, who started the Belgianrelief movement. He would make a credi¬table Senator.

Those who did their Chrlntmas shoppingearly may feel this morning that they haveadded to the happiness of thousands of storeemployes. That consideration ought to maketheir own Christmas a brighter and merrlorday.
,

The Weather Man did his level boat to
make the day look UUe tb© picture# on theJ Christmas cards.

_ _

SONGS AND SAWS j
Lac* Have a Real Onr.

Com®, lefa put every grouch awayAnd banltih all reviling;
Mdko It an old-time Christmas Day,With every visage smiling.
Lot prohibitionists confess
Not every foe's a grafter,And let rum demonlsta suppressTholr shrill satiric laughtor.

Let Jingoes tholr %fool ravings bar
That Bryan Is a* traitor.

And friends of pence not call T. R.
"A recklese agitator."

Perhaps the highest limit goes
In this real Christmas weather,And Democrats, with party foes,May Jubilate TDgpther.

Tes, let's put every grouch awayAnd banish all reviling;
Make It an old-time Christmas Day,With every visage smiling.

Heady -for Ilcvenge.
Tho Hunter (meditating).Perhaps I'll not find any other

game to-day, but I'll bo sure
to tako a, shot at the first per¬
son who tries to tell me about
the fun ho had at Christmas
times when lie was a llttlo
boy and how the holiday has
degenerated steadily everelYice.
Unpardonable.

He.Are you and Miss Tawkalot as goodfriends as you were?
She.I should say not. I showed her someof the Christmas presents I had collected, andshe went around telling folks what I Intendedto give.
He.Well?
She.Those folks have sent roe presents not abit better than the things I sent them.

I'ncle Znch's Philosophy.Yessuh, dls am a rale Crismus Day. Ah donebeen roun' tor see"some er meh wite frena, anddey hab recelbod me wld Jes de right sperrlt.Ah can feel et en meh ole bones now.

The Problem.
Falling, falling,
The beautiful «aow",

Chilling, filling.
Streets here below;

Creeping, heaping,
Drlfta In a row.

It's fine, I opine;
But what I would know

Is, who will cut throug*hThis beautiful snow?
THE TATTLER.

Chats With Virginia Editors
The humorist of tho editorial page of the

Petersburg Index-Appeal says: "A New Jersey
man who has used tobacco nearly all his lifeand for many years ,ran a distillery, will to-daycelebrate his 102d birthday. If his habits hadbeen good, he would have hopes of a long life."The point of that Joke would never be dis¬
cerned by Methuselah, even if he had survivedIt.

"The Kaiser's forces on land and sea arekeeping the German apologists in this countrypretty busy," the Bristol Ilerald-Courler re¬
marks, which reminds us that recent naval
operations make It Impossible for the PacificOcean to live up to Its name.

"A woman prophet In Paris advertises to
furnish prophecies of the war and of the fateof the Kaiser for 2 cents," the Norfolk Vlrgtn-ian-Pllot notes, but overlooks the fact that the
seeresa is taking long chances on her reputation,which has a commercial value. The Kaiser hasbeen acting as if he doesn't care what becomes
of himself.

The Front Royal Sentinel heralds the ap¬proach of a distinguished visitor: "It Is re¬
ported that Windy Jim will spend the winter In
tho Fork. His brother-in-law, S. R. Wlnsbur-
row, has a ton of pork laid by for hard times.
If the report be true, Mr. Winsburrow will not
have a pound of It left by the 1st of March."
The Fork Is waiting for him, but Mr. W. Jim
will, of course, be expected to bring his own
lcnifa.

The Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch sets forth that
"Tho milk of human kindness does not freeze
at Christmas time," and does not pause to re¬
flect that it may be freely pumped Just like the
other kind.

Discussing the tax problem, the Newport News
Press gives the members of the General As¬
sembly this bit of advice: "The paramount Is¬
sue, therefore, in uniform assessment; and the
way to obtain It la for the Legislature to have
every parcel of real estate first listed at Its
Belling price." The way to distinguish between
the market value and tho owner's selling price
will be explained later, of course, to eager In¬
quirers.

"If the hunter will observe the game laws
himself and make the game hog observe them,
there will he no necessity for extraordinary
game preservation efforts," the Lynchburg Ad¬
vance argues. In brief, It Is only necessary
that the hunter be game.

A new argument for fractional
Fractional coinage 1a possibly to be found
nnrr»n<*v n t,le nove' application to taxes

of the penny-ln-the-slot prln-flrgunieui clple. The emerRcncy tax on
telephone messages applies onlyto calls costing 15 cents or more, ami tho flat

1-cent tax, which gives a trifling rate on ex¬
pensive messages, is ratlior high, ovor 6 per
cant, in the case of the lc:tat costly messages.It is probably the general public which has to
pay for the most part the higher rate, for the
15-cent call is but a slight extension of tho
ordinary city or suburban service, and is much
used for ordinary affairs, whereas really long¬
distance telephoning is a lu:*jry by no me.l'ns
ho freely indulged in. While*the slot machine
has been accused of tempting tho publlo into
waste, and sheer ennui docs seem to tempt peo¬
ple Into using up tholr loose coppers In buying
unnecessary things or gratifying an idle
curiosity about their weight, liono the loss in
the long run it is educating them in tho value
of small coins for which Americans have had a
traditional contempt. A tax payablo with a
despised copper cent in likely to complete that
education, and the very people who lighten tholr
pockets at the slot machines may yet be calling
for a '/4-ccnt piece to lighten the awful burden
of taxation..Bprlrigfleld Hepublican.

Chairman Mlllcs does but his
(I O P in duty when he predicts a sweep-u" '

. "ing victory for the Republicanswearcn or jn one tho responslblll-an iftMue tjeH 0f h(B position is deciding
Just when to prophesy. But ho

Is not well advised In going Into details, such
as naming the issue. Not all of the members
of his party aro certain that they want It to
be the tariff. Who Is the great tariff protagonist
now? One Boles Penrose, of tariff-devoted
Pennsylvania. Would Mr. Hllles regard without
secret uneasiness ,the nomination of tho Hcnator
for president'/ Or has he forgotten the train
of events that followed tho last attempt of his
party to revlsft the tariff? Would ho Uka to
live ovrfr tho time when Republicans In House
and Hsnate were craftily urged by tholr oppon¬
ents to say In Intelligible language whother
revision meant revision up or revision down?
Alore cautious RepuMtcans will hopo that tho
ghost of the Payno-Aldrlch bill may not be
conjured up quite yet, and will deem It wlsor
to watch and pray for a less dangerous isnuo,
like hard times. It is still some distanco to
the next presidential campaign, and who knows
what may develop by then? A year from now
wo may be in tho ipldst of a discussion of tho

power* of tho Federal Trade Commission, orPresident Wllaon'a part In arranging Rn armis¬tice among the European powers..New YorkEvening Post.

There are evidences already
that the rato Increase will do
much to restoro American Indus¬
try to somothing approximating
Its wonted activity. Already
Chicago and 8t. Louis reportthat large establishments engaged In tho manu¬

facture of railway supplies aro prepared to
augment their forccs to take carc of ordora
that are cxpoctcd to bo in hand before the
Now Year, and information of similar character
may bo looked for every day from this tlmo on.
There Is no way to estimate what railroad
properties and equipment huve suffered duringthe past year through depreciation, but thero
is now in prospect much in the way of repairand renewal to bo undertaken Just as soon as
money can bo found to pay the cost. Many of
tho great Eastern lines are expected to restoro
much of their old-timo service, which forced
economy compelled them to curtail, and thoughIt is not probable that thore will be full re¬
sumption of old schedules until there has been
a more general revival of business throughout
tho country, thousands of railroad employes
who have been long ldlo will soon be At work
again..Houston Post.

Itallrond
Decision
Helping

War News Fifty Years Ago
(Krom the Richmond Dispatch, Dec. 25,1884.)
With the telegraphic wires all down to the

far south, to the southwoat and to tho west,
there Is no w.ar news to bo obtained. The War
Department of the Confederate States government
may havo all kinds of nows, but It Is not letting
It out Just at this time. Tho dopartment may
be taking a Christmas holiday. Who knows?

Christmas, the season of merry-making, that
used to be ushered in with the firing of poace-
ful guns, approaches onoe again, its advont
signaled now by tho sound of hostile cannon,
tho ro-echo of three painful years. Instead of
coming in accordance with the Divine Injunc¬
tion.tho harbinger of "Pcaco on earth and good
will among men".the day presents war, ar¬
rayed battalions marching and countermarching
across a domain of country greater than all
Europe, and two nations of kith and kin at
dendly strife, with desolation, subjugation and
death arrayed ngalnst a people determined tos
be free. Tho histrionic stars that sang together
on that blissful morn the Dord waa
born are veiled and hid In tho sombre war
cloud rolling over a continent. A oountry at
strife and engaged In a struggle for political
exlBtopco, an existence dearer than physical
life. It Is not to be expected will give much
care or concern to the passing festivities of a
holiday, sacrcd even as thoBe of Christmas.

Rattles, the most bloody and sangrulnary of
any wagod within the nineteenth century, have
been fought within the year, now hastening to
Its eventful close. Throughout the Southland
the evergreen and cypress that heretofore
decked the chancels of the Christian church He
faded upon the altars of the dead, and the tapers
that lit tho way are wasted In fruitless watches
o'er the bier.

Scores of those who, in the high Christmas
time of last year, lifted the bumper and drank
In silence to those llien, gono before havo
themselves fallen upon the field, and thero Is
a vacuum In 10,000 hearts and around a thou¬
sand hearthstones of tho Old Dominion. A cry
of orphanage and distress Is sounding through
the land, and a host of those who saw "Christ¬
mas at home" last year will seek In vain for a
comfortablo subsistence upon this occasion or
Its unblessed return. Yet, notwithstanding tho
red curtain of wor has fallen upon the
scene the good people of this good city
have resolved to celebrate the natal day of the
Dedeemer with all the religious fervor and
Christian philosophy that can be harmoniously
blended with temperance.

Queries and Answers
Prolific Writer.

Can you tell me what English writer has
published the greatest number of books?

K. E. BARBER. .

Daniel Defoe Is considered to have done no.
Most of his writings were of tho sort to which
the name "pamphlet" is generally given, and
very many of them contained only a few pages,
and took somewhat the place of the present
newspaper In tho discussion of current events.
But reckoning everything with a title-page to
be a book, Defoe's list is the longest In English
literature.

Archer-IUtehle Quarrel.
Please tell me tho particulars of the old-time

difficulty between W. S. Archer and the Rltchles.
R. Y. R.

Briefly, Senator Archer folt aggrieved by a
publication In the Enquirer, and made an attack,
on Thomas Ritchie. The younger Ritchie, Wil¬
liam F. heard of it, and before seeing hla father,
assaulted Archer, who challenged him. James
II. Pleasants, of great influence with Archer, in¬
duced him to withdraw tho challenge on the
ground that Ritchie had performed an act of
duty which public opinion required at his hands,
etc., and the matter was at last dropped.

A Prayer for Peace.
The windrows of uncounted sons,
With stark, unseeing, upturned eyes.

Dread harvest of ten thousand guns,
Whose ravening thunders shake the skies;

The crumbled cities, shell-torn lands,
Where starving peoples, homeless, hide;

Tho orphaned children's helpless hands,
Wan victims of tho nations' pride.

All these, O Lord, to Thco appeal,
Invoke Thy omnipresent aid:

Crushed under War's ensanguined heel,
A world In crimson ruin is laid.

Bid thou the warring millions ce&ao,
Proclaim thyself as prince of peace!

CHARLES HALL DAVIS.
Petersburg, Va., Christmas, 1914.

Kipling on the Alliance.
(The I^ondon Times printed several years ago a poem

tiy nudyard KlpUn*. It wan the most outspoken con¬
demnation of the Hrltlsh al'lance with Germany In the
Venezuelan matter that had then appeared, and has a
Mpectul Intercut nt tlilw time. It la culled "The Row¬
ers," unii Is as follows:)
The banked oars foil, an hundred strong,
And backed and threshed and ground;

But bitter was the rowers' song
As they brought the war boat round.

They had no heart for the rally and roar
That makes tho whaleback smoko

When tho great blades cleave and hold and
leave

As one1 on the racing stroke. **\
They sang: "What reckoning do ye keep,
And steer her by what star.

If we come unscathed from the Southern deep
To be wrecked on a Baltic bar?

"Last night ye swore our voyage was done;
But seaward still we go;

And ye tell us now a secret vow
Ye have mado with an open foe.

"That we must llo off a llghtleas coast
And haul and back and veer

At the will of the breed that have wronged us
most

For a yoar and a year and year.

"There wae never a shame in Christendle
They laid not to our door;

And ye say we must take the winter eea,
And sail with them once more.

"Look south! Tho gale Is scarce o*erpast
That stripped and lay us down

When we stood forth. But they stood fast,And prayed to see us drown.

"The dead they mocked aro scarcely cold;v Our wounds arc bleeding yet;
And ye toll us now that our strength is sold
To help them press for a debt.

'"Neath all tho flags of mankind
That use. upon the aoas,

Wa« there no other fleet to find,
That yo striko hands with theset

"Of evil times that men oould choose
On evil fato to fall,

What brooding Judgment let ye looseTo pick the worat of all?
\

"In sight of peaco from the narrow seas.O'er half tho world to run
With a cheated crew, to league anew
With tho Goth and tho shameless Hun?"

.Ftom Nnnhvllle Tennrmean.
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price up to about 90 cents. Normallyabout 200 tons of crudo rubber P»P.!day la consumed In the United State*.On account of thta great increase In'
cost of rubber and Ita collateral re-gsuits the increased est to the lndus-3try Is approximately $250,000 per day.HAh to what the ultimate per diem cost!toHhe Industry w|U be, If the present^embargo la allowed to remain, no on**;can predict.

It Is not only In the Increased prlceB^of rubber gooda that the people of the;United States will Buffer through thlspseemingly unwarranted embargo. Fullyi125,000 peoplu are directly or IndlrcctlySemployed In the rubber manufacturingsindustry. Already, owing to the alow-filug up of mills due to the lack of sup-fiplica, it has been necessary to lay offna good many employes. In the city of|Akron alone, known throughout thejjcountry as the Rubber City, 26,000^people ore employed In the rubber fac-ltorlcs. Pennsylvania, Delaware, NewYork, New Jersey, Connecticut, IthodsIsland and Massachusetts are Impor-tant rubber manufacturing Slates. Un¬less some arrangement with the Brit¬ish government ia arrived at aoon theeffect on this Important Industry willho far reaching, and the consumersthroughout the country will be obligedto pay increased prices for all rubbergoods.

The Old and the
New Christmas

BV A SOCIETY LEADER.
Who does not, at times, feel a Ben-

Omental longing for the Christmas ;
of long ago.the kind of Yuletlde de- >
llghtfully depicted In Christmas cards j
and Chrlatmas numbers? Outsldo, a
spotless sheet of snow, silvered over
with a frail, fantastic frost, here and
there the reddest of robins perching
on a leafless bough. Inside, drawn
curtains, a happy family group, grand¬
father, grandmother, father, mother,
children, grandchildren, uncles, aunts,
cousins (once, twice, yea, even thrlco
removed).all seated round a giganticdre, In a holly-and-mlBiletoe lamp-litatmosphere of love and peace.
Domestic Incompatibility seems "tohave been unknown In those days,Peoplo had not yet developed "temper-aments" or nerves. There were no

aunts whom nieces "couldn't stand,"
no uncles whom they abhorred, no cou¬
sins who wero absolutely antipathetic,
rjo rivalry between youthful-lookingmothers and grown-up daughters. The
proverb that "blood Is thicker than
water" wan omnipotent In ltB opera¬tions. and the mere fact of kinship was
a cement strong enough to .hind the
most heterogeneous company In happyaccord.
Father and big brothers and tha

grown-ups of the family generally
were. In these Jolly days, always will¬
ing to abnegate their own pleasures
for the sake of the little ones. Unci®
dressed himself up as Father Christ¬
mas, while father metamorphosed him¬
self Into a grlzsiy bear or somethingolae equally full of dangerous delight
to childish hearts.
Now highly-paid professionals have

taken the place of these families' pur¬
veyors of Jollity. Complicated con-
Jurors are ushered into the centre of
the home circle.
The "funny man" of the party 1b no

longer a friend of the family. He has
probably been hired for a considerable
feo.
The modern child, petted and pamt»"ered, despises the "home-made" enter¬

tainment. The anticB of Undo Oeorgo
or the horseplay of Uncle George bore
him exceedingly. Nothing short of a
"professional" satisfies him. Further¬
more, the growing tendency to enter¬
tain largo house parties at Christmas,
in which are Included many who are
outsldo the family circle, has also been
instrumental in diminishing the Inti¬
mate home feeling which was the
prominent feature of the Christmas
party of thirty or forty years ago.
Then, again, the restless 8plrit> of tho
age has riot been unproductive' of ef¬
fect. Many fly to the South, In order
to eat their Christmas pudding under
sunnier skies.
However, there is something to be

said for tho gradual change which has
crept over our Christmas customs. In
some respects, tho modern may Tbe th©
excellent way.
Many families who are exceedinglydevoted to one another have no Inter-

eat or aflPoctlon to apare for any one
outside the bonds of blood relationship.At present there Is every Indication
of the development of a wider pointof view. In any case, the breaking
away from tradition may be taken as
an Index of tho growth of a capacityfor Individual thinking.

France Speaks. 1

(Philadelphia Public Ledger.)Where she (France) won her great*est glory was In the dark days of Au¬
gust and Snptembor, when her fatehung In the balance. A degenerate na¬
tion, a frivolous nation, a nation thathad lost Its high Ideals, could nothave had tho patience, tho self-control,the stern resolution which such a orlsisdemanded. Of all the contending pow¬
ers, none has surpassed her in thoqualities which lift mankind abovo thflboasts of the Held that perish*


